
1 
 

MELBOURNE HIGH SCHOOL  

CAMPS AND EXCURSIONS POLICY  
Help for non-English speakers 

If you need help to understand the information in this policy, please contact the school 
on 98260711 or at mhs@mhs.vic.edu.au. 

 

PURPOSE 

To explain to our school community the processes and procedures Melbourne High School will use 
when planning and conducting camps, excursions and adventure activities for students.  

SCOPE 

This policy applies to all camps and excursions organised by Melbourne High School. This policy also 
applies to adventure activities organised by Melbourne High School, regardless of whether or not they 
take place on or off school grounds. 

This policy is intended to complement the Department’s policy and guidelines on excursions, camps 
and adventure activities which all Victorian government schools are required to follow. Melbourne 
High School will follow both this policy, as well as the Department’s policy and guidelines when 
planning for and conducting camps and excursions.   

This policy does not apply to student workplace learning or intercampus travel. 

DEFINITIONS  

Excursions:  

For the purpose of this policy, excursions are activities organised by the school where the students: 

• are taken out of the school grounds (for example, a camp, day excursion, school sports);  
• undertake adventure activities, regardless of whether or not they occur outside the school 

grounds; 
Camps are excursions involving at least one night’s accommodation (including school sleep-overs). 

Local excursions are excursions to locations within the Melbourne metropolitan area and do not 
involve ‘Adventure Activities’. 

Adventure activities are activities that involve a greater than normal risk. Further information and 
examples of adventure activities are available on the Department’s Policy and Advisory Library, at the 
following link:  

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/excursions/guidance/adventure-activities 

 
Note: workplace learning activities (such as work experience) and intercampus travel are not 
considered school excursions.  

mailto:mhs@mhs.vic.edu.au
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/excursions/guidance/adventure-activities


https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/excursions/policy


3 
 

Melbourne High School requires all parent or carer camp or excursion volunteers and all external 
providers working directly with our students to have a current Working with Children Check card. 

Parent/carer consent 

For all camps and excursions, outside the Melbourne metropolitan area, Melbourne High School will 
provide parents/carers with a specific consent form outlining the details of the proposed activity. 
Melbourne high School uses Compass to inform parents about camps and excursions and to seek their 
consent. Parents/carers are encouraged to contact the school to discuss any questions or concerns 
that they or their child may have with a proposed camp or excursion.  

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
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refund is available to the school. Where possible, we will provide information about refunds to 
parents/carers at the time of payment. 

Student health  

Parents
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Any costs associated with student injury rest with parents/carers unless the Department is liable in 
negligence (liability is not automatic).  

Unless otherwise indicated, Melbourne High School and the Department do not provide student 
accident or ambulance cover. Parents/carers may wish to obtain student accident insurance cover 
and/or ambulance cover, depending on their health insurance arrangements and any other personal 
considerations. 

COMMUNICATION 

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following way: 

• Included in staff induction processes  
• Discussed at staff briefings or meetings, as required 
• Included as a reference in the school newsletter annually. 
• Made available via the school policy library via Compass and the school website 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES  

This policy should be read in conjunction with the following Department polices and guidelines: 

• Excursions 
• Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
• Parent Payments Policy 

The following school policies are also relevant to this Camps and Excursions Policy:  

• Statement of Values and School Philosophy 
• Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy 
• Volunteer Policy 
• Duty of Care Policy 
• Inclusion and Diversity Policy 

 

POLICY REVIEW ANICj
/T0.7
EMC T
Q0 0 595 . 3 2 841 . 9 2 re
W n
BT
0.35 7 0.6 0 8 0.8 3 5 rg
0.3 5 7 0.6 0 8 0.8 3 5 RG
0.38 7 w 
/TT1 1 Tf
0.0 - 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/excursions/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/excursions/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/parent-payment/policy

	MELBOURNE HIGH SCHOOL
	CAMPS AND EXCURSIONS POLICY
	Purpose
	Scope
	Definitions
	Policy
	Planning process for camps and excursions
	Supervision
	Parent volunteers
	Parent/carer consent
	Parent Payments for camps and excursions
	Where a camp or excursion is provided as part of the standard curriculum requirements, parents may be invited to make a voluntary contribution but all students will be able to attend regardless of whether their parents contribute.
	Behaviour expectations
	Electronic Devices
	Food
	Accident and Ambulance Cover
	Any costs associated with student injury rest with parents/carers unless the Department is liable in negligence (liability is not automatic).

	Further information and resources


